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Mr. Teesdale: A shot in an old face has
often brought down gold.

Mr. MULLANY: Yes. That reminds me
of the Irishman who, after sinking a shafi
to a certain depth, stopped owing to lack
of resources. Then somebody else eame and
sank 2ft. more and got good values. The
Irishman thereupon declared that in future ne
would never stop sinking a shaft until he had
gone two or three feet fnrther. These people
did not sink shafts further., For the honour of
the State the whole business should be investi-
gated. Certainly some people were drawn into
the speculation by the high resnlts which wera
published, but which were not borne out by
the batiery. The carrying of the amendment
I have suggested would give the Royal Com-
mission a wider secope. Aceordingly T move
an amendment—

That in paragraph £ of the motion, after
the word *‘which,’’ ling I, there be ingerted
‘“samples were taken and.’’

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.
Question, as amended, put and passed.

MOTION—GOSNELLS ESTATE.
To inguire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 26th September
on the following motion by Mr. Maon:—

That in the opinion of this House & Royal
Commission, consisting of a judge of the
Supreme Court, should be appointed to in-
vestigate the affairs of the Gosnells Estate
Company before and after the appointment
of a receiver, and more particularly the
transactions connected with the sale of the
company’s lands and the failure to provide
a title on comp’ction of the terms of con-
tract by the producer.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [10.9]: 1
shall not offer any objection to the inguiry de-
gired by the mover, though I rather think the
matter i3 one eapable of settlement through
the ordinary channels before the eourts of
the land.

Mr. Mann: That has been tried.
Mr. Teesdale: The people bave no more
money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The courts have been
tried, and very little has resulted. If those
concerned think that they would get some sort
of satisfaction from an inquiry, perhaps the
House is justified in granting it. However, 1
suggest the deletion of the words ‘‘consisting
of a judge of the Supreme Court.”’ I do not
think that provision is necessary. The matter
has come before at least one judge already,
and may, as the result of this inquiry, come
before other judges. The hands of the Gov-
ernment should not be tied in any way as re-
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gards the appointment of a Royal Commission
of this kind. I, therefore, move an amend.
ment—

That {he words “‘consisting of a judge
of the Supreme Court’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Question, as amended, put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursdey, 8th November, 1929.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—FINJARRA-DWARDA RAILWAY
EXTENSION ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) {4.34]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) [4.35]:
Yesterday I intimated that I would move
for the recommittal of the Bill with a view
to amending it and shortening the distance
of this line, T find now that this alteration
ean be made by regulation., I will, there
fore, leave it to the Minister to see that this
procedure is followed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [4.36]: I
recognise the importanee of the statement
the hon. member has made, and I assure him
that representations along those lines will be
made to the Government.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time, and passed.
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BILLS (3)—REPORTS OF COMMITTEE.
1, Change of Names Regulation.
2, Friendly Societies Aet Amendment.

3, West Australian Trustee, Executor, and
Agency Company, Limited, Act Amend-
ment (Private).

Reports adopted.

MOTION—ESPERANCE NORTHWARDS
RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Debate resumed from 4th Oectober o¢n
motion by Hon, J. W. Kirwan—

That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should seck the necessary auth-
ority this session to extend the Egperance
Northwards railway, now in coyrse of con-
structior, 30 that it will junction with the
main railway system of the State at Novse-
man.

The PRESIDENT: This seems to be iden-
tical with the motion that has come up from
the Legislative Assembly.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: There is an important
difference between the two.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.38]: There is a
material difference between Mr. Kirwan’s
motion and the resolution received from the
Assembly., The former seeks authority for
the construction of the line this session,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Whilet the plant and
the men are on the ground.

The MINISTER R EDUCATION: The
latter motion is to the effect that the line
shall be built at the first opportunity, and to
this the Government have agreed.

Hen. J. W. Kirwan: That is merely shelv-
ing the question.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Thn-
less T speak at great length I may not be able
to persuade the hon. member that the Premier
i3 adopting the right attitnde. The Govern-
ment recognise that this is an important dis-
triet. The recent report of the Minister for
Agriculture gives the greatest encouragement
for the future development of this distriet.
The country, however, has not been thor-
oughly and efficiently classified. The Premier
degires this to be done before the Bill is
introduced in another place. When it is done
he will be in a better position to satisfy
members that the line is justified. Mr. Kir-
wan may say that this is the right time to
build the line, becaunse the plant and the men
are in the locality. The linking np of Norse-
man with the Esperance line will probably
mean the expenditure of a couple of hundred
thousand pounds.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It will depend on how
the line ia built and who builds it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am not opposing the motion; my only desire
is that Mr. Kirwan should agree to amend
it in conformity with the motion moved in
another place. If the Govermment are in
offico next session a Bill for the construetion
of the line will be brought in.

[COUNCLL. ;

. Hon. J. W. Kirwan: One has no confidence
:1; the good faith of the Government to do
is.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Premier, I am sure, would not make a state-
ment that be did not intehd to abide by.
His word politically is his bond politically.
He has said that certain classifications of the
land must be made, and eertain investiga-
tions carried out. The rainfall must be ascer-
tained and everything put into such order
as to enable him to placa a satisfactory case
before members in another place.

Hon, H. Stewart: Has the Railway Advi-
sory Board reported on this line?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
during recent years.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: They reported on it
a number of years ago.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
This i{a a question of linking up the Esper-
anee line with Norseman, and there i a
material difference between thiz motion and
that moved in another place, as T have al-
ready explained. Mr, Kirwan should agree
to the amendment I have suggested. He has
done good work, along with other memhers,
in his advoeacy of the construction of this
line. His objective is a through line from
Norgseman to join up with Esperance, and it
is a laudable object. The Government, how-
ever, have to consider the advisability of
spending this money. The Premier bhas in-
dieated that when he has ascertained the
requisite information eoncerning the counntry
he would bring down a Bill for the constrne-
tion of the line.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: All the particulars
are already evailable. Royal Commissions
and boards have reported over amd over

again,

gThe MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN: The
country has not been properly inspected. Data
as to the rainfall, the suitability of the lapd
for agricultural purposes, and econsideration
of the mallee and salmon gum areas have not
been fully gone into.

Hon, J. M. Maefarlane: You cahnot get
the rainfall record for twelve months.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
rainfall question must be thoroughly in-
quired into, so that we may find out if
the country will grow wheat successfully.
I do not think any doubt exists in the mind
of the Premier, and certainly no doubt exists
in my mind. I have confidence in the Minister
for Agrieulture, who is a practieal farmer and
a big wheat producer. He would not have
made the statement attributed to him on his
return from this district, if he did not believe
in the possibilities there.

Hon. H, Stewart: He was down there fully
three days!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Some
people can see as much in three days as others
can see in three months. The Minister for
Agriculture is a far-seeinrg man and when he
saw what was there, he recogniced the possi-
bilities of that belt of agrieultural country.
T hope that in the near future that area will
be a Jarpe producing distriet. I will not speak
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8t apy length, because I could mot do any
good »f I did so. I simply ask Mr. Kirwan
to accept the assurance I give him, and not to
press the motion in the form in which it
stands. I do not doubt his facte for ome
moment. If I used the notes I have prepared,
I would delay the House Tor a considerable
time discussing the possibilities of the coun-
try. All these things are well known and
within the knowledge of hon. members. The
question is not one regarding the possibilities
of the distriet; it is a question of what the
immediate results will be to the State from
the building of this line. It is a question ms
to whether it is better to imcur this large ex-
penditure this year, or whether the necessary
information should be brought up to dats dur-
ing the recess, so that we may place it before
hon. members. If the Mitehell Government
ara in power after the generdl electioms, the
Premier has promised that the Bill will be
introduced next session. In view of that
fact it is a fair thing to ask Mr. Kirwan to
amend his mofion by deleting the reference
to immediate comstruction and thus bring it
into eonformity with the motion passed in an-
other place suggesting the construetion of
the line as scom as possible. I trust hon.
members who represent the districts affected
will not endeavour to force this position dur-
ing the remaining few weeks we will
be assembled here. In view of that
ghort period it would not- be right
to iotroduce & Bill this pession with-
ount the necessary information to place before
hon. members, just on the eve of a general
election, I doubt, even if the Bill were intro-
duoced at the present juncture, whether it
would be passed. If it is the good fortune
of the State to have the same (Government in
power after the next elections—it would be a
splendid thing for Western Australia if that
should be the result—hon. members can rely
upon the promise of the Premier heing car-
ried out.

Member: The men who are there counld be
engaged upon the work.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: But
it might not be right to use the State’s monsy
at the present time in constructing the lime,

Hon. J, W. Kirwan: The plant is there now
for the work.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
construetion of this line may mean anything
from £100,000 to £200,000 according to the
class of line to be constructed and the weight
of rails to be used. That is a very large
expenditure. I do not oppose it. I hope to
see that money spent in the near future. In
view of the assurances given by the Premier,
and those I give the House now as represen-
tative of the Government, the hon. member
should be content to amend his motion as I
suggest. Before Parliament meets again, the
matter will be thoronghly investigated.
We want to know something more about the
elassifieation of the land, the rainfall and so
forth.

Hon, J. W. Eirwan: The district has had
a bitter experience regarding procrastinstion.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
the investigations made prove satisfactorp—
and I have no doubt on that point myself-—
we will be in a better position to place the
case for the railway before hon. membere,

Hon. H. Stewart: If the investigations are
satisfactory ¥

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Premier did not even make that reservation
in the course of his statement.

Hop. H. Stawart: And the Bill will be in-
trodueced next session.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Premier stated that if the Government are
in power next session the Bill will be intre-
duced,

Hon. T. Moore: That is a bait for the eles-
tors.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am not here to dis¢uss baits being threwn
out to the electora I am here, as the Premier
wag in another place, with a full sense of
responsibility resting upon me, and neither.
of us would be worthy of the positions we
held if we were to throw out any such hait
to the electors. This is a ¢lear statement
made by the Premier, that he will earry out
a certaip policy if certain things eventnafe.
I hope those things will eventnate, but if they
do not the responsibility will rest no longer
upon the Mitchell Government or upon me.
I ask the House to accept the Premier’s as-
surances. The Premier’s statements may be
aceepted with absolute confidence.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: We have been told thaf
for the last 20 years.

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION: Net
by this Government.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: By other Governments.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
the Mitchell Govercment. In this caee the
Premier has made a definite statement.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: We are not inclined
to accept those statements,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member should do so.

Hon. H. Stewart: What are we to under-
stand as the significance of the political word
of the Government on a political point?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATTON: The
hon. member should know,

Hon. H, Stewart: I am drawing attention
to the use of the word ‘‘political.”?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There ia no political significance in the use
of the word. K.’[ ask the hon, member to accept
the statement made by the Premier.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Will you give us a
valid reason why you cannot go on with the
work now, geeing that the plant is theref

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
For one thing alone, the time before us is
not sufficient to enable the matter to be at-
tended to properly. Before we can submit a
Bill to the Legislative Assembly we must be
armed with full and sufficient information.
Tt is no use doing it otherwise.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Is the report of the
Royal Commission not satisfactorv?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :
The report of the Commission i3 of a cursery
nature. It is not a report based upon an ex-
tensive investigation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: They were nine months
in making the investigations.

The MINISTEIl' FOR EDUCATION :
The hen., member knsws that the time they
spent in investigating the distriet concerned,
could not have leen more than a week or a
few days.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan:
several weeks,

The MINISTER TI'OR EDUCATION :
They would require to be there for wnonths
before they could investigate the whole of the
country affected by this line, and before they
could see what the possibilities really were.
All these facts have to be placed before the
House before we can ask members to agree to
a Bill authorising the construction of the line,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The Railway Advisory
Board were favourable to the construction of
the line,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I can see the hon. member i3 not satisfiad
with the assurance I have given.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: I certainly am not.

Hon. J. Mills: Are not railways supposed
tc be built in the order of their authorization?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There is nothing to prevent the line being con-
structed next session.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Do you not say the Pre-
mier is satisfied with the line?

The MINIRTER TOR EDUCATION :
The Premier wants a thorough investigation
intoe the whole matter before he will submit
a Bill to the House.

Hon. R. Q. Ardagh: Then he is not satis-
fied with the statement by the Minister for
Agriculture!

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
After all, the Minister was not in the distriet
for very long. Of course, I am not opposing
his statement for one moment. I hope the line
will be constructed at a4 very early date, In
view of the statements that have beem made,
however, it is only fair that Mr. EKirwan
should amend his motion along the lines I
suggest.

Hon. J. Duffell: Get down to your notes
and give us something elsel

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I do not wish to do that and I am sure hon.
members do not wish me to go at length into

. the potentialitics of the country. It is suffi-
cient to say that I am satisfied the country
down there is good. Mr. Kirwan will
be acting wisely and in a statesmanlike way
if he adopts the course I suggest. He should
not force the motion, as he evidently wants to
do. T do not gay that in an offensive way.
However, it wonld be fair to the Government
if he did as I suggest. It would be simply
wasting time to send the motion as it stands
to another place, seeing that they have
dealt with it at some length just recently. If
Mr. Kirwan would amend his motion as I sug-
gest, then it would go forth as the unanimous

They were there for

[COUNCIL. |

wish of Parliament that a Bill should be in-
troduced at an early date to authotise the con-
stroetion of the line.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You told us last night
something ghoat *‘as soon as pessible.’’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIONXN :
The hoo, member will misunderstand what 1
say. Time after time Le puts a wrong con-
struction on my words. VFor my part I am
heartily in accord with the objert Mr. Kir-
wan has in view and the (Governmcent, oo, are
in aecord with it.

Hen, T. Moore:
with it?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
Of course he is; le bas made a statement to
that effect.

Hon. T. Moore: Then he has changed bis
opinions very much during the past few yeurs.
The line would have heen built vears ago but
for him.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :
That does not matter now. The Premier has
explained his attitude. Great men change
their minds. Tt is only the narrow-minded
people who do not do so. He has said that
the line must be constructed as soon as pos-
sible.

Hon. T. Moore: The land has not changed
and le condemned it years ago!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
‘We should be grateful that the Premier has
changed his mind regarding this railway and
the possibilties of the land. If the present
Goverament are in power next session, I hope
to see the railway construeted, and for that
reason I urge the amendment of the motion.

Is the Premier in aecord

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) [4.57]):
T gupport Mr. Kirwan. At the present
time we have one dead-end at Norseman
and another at the end of the Esperance-
Northward line. Thus we have two dead-
ends there.

The Minister for Education: That will be
fixed up next session.

Hon. A, BURVILL: The result will be not
only awkward for the gettlers thamselves
but extremely awkward for the Railway
Department. I do not say anything about
the intervening 60 miles but the settlers
alonz the line under construction will not be
able to get their produce to a market,

The Minister for Education: Where d»
they want to send it?

Hon. A. BURVILL: They may want to
send it to Kalgoorlie, where they can get
good prices.

The Minister for Education: They will be
able to get there next year.

Hon. A. BURVILL: If they want to get
their produce to Perth, they hava to take
it down to Esperance or else ecart it over-
iand to Norseman, The Government granted
a bonus of 1s, 6d. a bushel for wheat carted
to the rail head. T do not know if that still
obtains. This will be very expensive to th-
Government and the settlers will not be in
toueh with the market. The expense of
dead-ends has been sttessed duving the dis-
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cussion on the Pinjarra-Dwarda Railway
Extension Act Amendment Bill and I have
already drawn attention to the statements
made by the Commissioner of Railways, In
this instance, the line will provide the worst
proposition possible for the Commissioner
of Railways., There will be three dead-
ends and the Government will be faced
with the necessity of transferring rail-
way material, incloding trucks and en-
gines. They will have to keep enough
trucks available for the maximum traffic to
be dealt with along the present line, and
when that traffic ceases, the engines and
trucks will be idle. If there should be a
break in connection with the plant, the de-
partment will have to face the cost of
taking the engine or trucka all the way to
the railway workshops,

The Mijnister for Eduecation: Why do you
want to force the hands of the Government,
sceing that they are prepared to earry out
the work?

Hon. A. BURVILL: The Government
have the plant on the spot to go on with
the line at once. In the vinterests of the
Railway Department, the Government and
the settlers it would be bad policy not to
continue the line through at omce.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [5.1]:
I support the motion. I have earefully per-
used the report of the speech delivered by the
Premier in another place. He definitely said
there was ne question at all regarding the
rainfall. He quoted the rainfall from Norse-
man to Esperance and is perfectly satisfied
on that point. The only thing he desires is
that the land be eclassified.

The Minister for Education: That ia quite
right.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The Premier even
went so far as to say that one of the vital
points was to have available the locomoatives
and other paraphernalia for the conmstruction
of the line.

Member: And the money to build it with,

The Minister for Education: Well, give the
Government a chance.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It is in order to
save money that we suggest the line be com-
pleted at once. During the last day or two,
while discussing the Pinjarra-Dwarda railway
deviation, we have heard a good deal of the
necessity for avoiding dead-end lines. Here
we have consiructed another with a dead-enmd
and the desire of some members ia that it
should remain at a dead-end. The Miniater
has indicated that the Covernment, if re-
turned next session, will introduee a Bill.

The Minister for Education: That should
be sofficient.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: That is a matter of
opinion. The whole of the plant for the con-
struction of the line is on the spot, though of
course rails wounld have to be provided. The
Premier said there was no doubt regarding
the wisdom of building the line, and the whole
argument revolves around the point whether
the lend should first be classified.

1393

Hon. J. Mills:
the route?

Hor, E, H. HARRIS: Only one or two,
and they could give information how they
have fared since settling there. The Miniater
for Agrieulture said the land was all right,:
and later he stated he would not withdraw
one word of what he had said regarding the
quality of the land in the distriet.

Hon. H. Stewart: Which distriet?

Hon. E. H. HAREIS: The distriet he
traversed from Norseman to Esperance. The
Minister bas stressed that point in speeches
made in another place, and also on the gold-
fielde. It would be in the interests of the
country if the line were built, and much
money would be saved if the work of con-
structing it were procesded with at once while
the plant and relling stoek are ox the spot.

Hon, J. MILLS (Central) [5.4]: I intend
to oppose the motion. Although I think the
railway should be built at some future date,
there are other parte of the State where the
country is settled and the provision of rail-
ways is overdue. T refer particularly to the
Yuns extension. We are given to understand
that the land to be served in the Esperance
district is new land that has not been classi-
fied, and that there are omnly one or tweo
settlers along the route. That wounld hardly
justify the building of a line. The settlers
at the Egperance end are served by railwa
and the port of Esperance, and that is suffi-
cient for them. There is no justification for
construeting the line at present. If railways
are not to be built in the order in which they
are authorised by Parliament, where shall we
get tof The approval of Parliament will
mean nothing.

Are there any settlers along

Hon. J. E, DODD (South) [55]: The
reagons in favour of Mr, Kirwan’s mation
are so obvicns that T eannot understand the
Government not agreeing to complete this
line. Tt should be unnecessary to say any-
thing as to the advisableness of carrying the
vailway throngh teo Norseman. As Mr.
Burvill pointed out, when we were consider-
ing the Pinjarra-Dwarda proposal, the fact
way stressed that the line would have a
dead-end unless it was junetioned with the
Great Southern railway. Tf that was =2
reason in favour of that railway, surely
there are a thousand reasons why the Esper-
ance line should be linked with Norseman.
I believe the material and men are on the
spot, and surely it would be cheaper for the
Government to continune the work at once,
rather than wait for another year or so,
Although we do mot doubt the genuineness
of the Premier, it is pnssible he may change
his mind again. He bas changed his mind
once, and he may change it a dozen times.
I hope the motion will be agreed to. The
Minister said a railway Bill required a
great deal of consideration. I have seen
railway bills put through this House after
members had told the Minister they re-
quired no information. T had that experi-
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ence; members were satisfied to pass the
BiNl without requiring any informatiomn.
Why the need for all this consideratigg re-
garding the Esperance linet ~To leav® the
Hne at a dead-end within 60 miles of the
main gystem seems an utter absurdity. [
balieve the old idea of centralisation has
been broken down, for which we have to
thank the Country Party. I do mnot wish
to embarrass the Government in any way.
Last session I was pleased to support the
Government and Mr. Ewing to pass the
Farnadup Railway Bill, and I hope we shall
now receive his belp in return,

Hon. G. POTTER (West) [5.8]: T should
pot like to ¢ast a silent vote on this motios.
On two previous oc¢casions when discussing
railway matters geoerally, and the Eaper-
ance-Northwards railway partiealarly, I
stressed the value of proceeding with that
line, Sometbing hae been said about people
changing their minds, There is no barm in
any man changing his mind if he finds he
is wrong and some new development or fact
is brought under his notice. I have heard
of no facts to make me change my opinion
that this line shonld be proceeded with. On
the ¢ther hand, the Minister for Agriculture,
who, in addition te being a member of the
Cabinet, is an authority on agriculture, has
testified to the value of the lands in these
distriets. We have heard eulogies, too, from
experienced nien from the Eastern States.
People in the Eastern States, who have be-
come wealthy on similar country there, are
looking for lite land in Western Australia
for their sons, becanse there is nomne avail-
able for them in the Rast. A few days ago
s high official in the Governmeat service
said the demand for wheat Jands at present
was so great that it was diffieult to meet
it. Therefore I cannot see any consistency
in placing an obstruction in the way of
making the Esperance lands available.
There are people down there who, by
tenacity of purpese, have held on to their
land, battling against great odds. From
time to time they bave been promised a
railway and access to their natural market;
it is a hope that has heen long deferred.
A few days ago it was remarked that the
best type of settler iz the one that hangs
on under adverse comditions, but there is a
limit to patience and endurance. While the
attention of mallee farmers from the East-
ern States is focussed upon our mallee lands,
it would be deplorable if anything was
done to relax in any way their intereat.
The land that would be served by this rail-
way is good; indeed, the reports state that
it is superior land, and it would be lament-
able if any of the settlers, by reason of hope
being further deferred, left the distriet. If
it were given forth to the world that the
Government had determined to build the
Y¥ine, there would be some encouragement
., for other people to settle there.

The Minister for Education: They have
done so.

[COUNCIL. |

Hou. G. POTTER: I am glad the Minister
said the Premier was in favour of building
the line. I accept the Premier’s word, but
if be has made up his mind that the lime
skould be built, why not ask Par}iament for
authority this session, and let the work go
on? Even critics of the Government could
not then say it was a question that should
be postpuned until some future time.

Hen, J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan) [3.13]:
While L recognise the necessitv for linking
up these two lives, we should remember that
we have received a message from ancther
place where members have given this maiter
the fullest consideration. e should respect
that message. I consider it essential that
these two lines should be linked up. If the
coffers of the Treasury were bulging with
the weight of gold, I could understand mem-
bers being anxious to have the motion passed.
It is not o question of whether membera are
acized with the necessity for constructing this
line; it is a question whether we should not
have confidence in the judgment of another
place that this line should be built when the
finances of the State are easier. The motion
expresses the opinion that the Government
should build a line to Norseman, irrespective
of whether they are in a position to do so.
It is certainly a good point to urge its com-
pletion on the ground that the men and the
plant are available on the spot, but every-
body is aware of that. No doubt there would
Le a ecertain saving. The question, however,
is whether the present time is opportune for
the country to continuwe the railway as sug-
gested by the motion. I could not in my
wildest dreams imagine that, as indicated by
the mover, the rejection of this motion wouild
be a way of shelving the subject. The reason-
able and thinking men who ecompose the Par-
linment of this State would not allow a matter
of thia importance to be eghelved, realising,
as they do, the need for linking up. I can
quite understand the anxiety of goldfields
members to have the motion carried, and thus
bind Parliament and the Government to im-
mediate action. There are plenty of reasons
in favour of linking up, but we must realise
the financial pogition. At the same time, not-
withstanding the huge deficit of last month,
there ia good reason to believe that we have
turned the corner. Let us confidently expeet
that the line will be continued in the near
future, but at the same time let us respect
the terms of the Assembly’s message. I
muxt thercfore oppose the motion. When the
Assombly’s message comes up for considera-
tion, T shall support the proposal in its en-
tirety.

Hon, H. STEWART (South-East) [5.19]:
I have listened with <lose attention to Mr.
Potter. 1 wonder whether that hon. member
has any authentic information as to the
quality of the land along the proposed exten-
sion. From the Minister for Agriculture,
who spent three days in the Esperance dis-
trict, we have learmed .thai three million
acres of agricultural land are available there,
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including much excellent couatry. I have
yet to learn, huwever, that the quality of the
land along the extension now under considera-
tion is suel as woulll warrant railway con-
struction,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The Royal (‘ommis-
sion recommended the extension after nine
months’ consideration. The Wilson tGovirn-
ment appointed the { ommission.

Hon, H. STEWART: Ilning seen a nim-
ber of apricultwial lincs bLwilt in the revog-
nised agriealtural districts of this ®tat., [
say it is extremely desirable, hefore even the
Railway .Advisory Board report om a pro-
posed line, to have a classification made by
the expert officers of the Lands Department
of the whole of the country to be served.

The Minister for Education: Quite right.

Hon. H, STEWART: Therefore I feel it
is only fair and rvasonable fo support the
Minister in this matfer. T do not know
whether the Royal (‘'ommission referred to by
Mr, Kirwan consisted of laymen or members
of Parliament. However, land eclassification
is a matter for the expert officers of the
Lands Department. Experience in this State
has shown that even after classifications have
been made by the expert officers, the land
does not always prove to be of the produe-
tive value antieipated; that is, when people
have heen scttled on what has been classified
as first-clasg and second-clags land.  Mr,
Potter has heen somewhat carried away, His
assertions are hased, I think, on the Pre-
mier’s statements regarding the area of good
land in the Esperance distriet. A district
extending for 120 miles, from Norseman to

Esperance, by a range of 15 wiles or more.

on either side of the line, way contain
a large area of gooed land up to the
point to which the railway has already been
constructed, while the climatic conditions of
the area between the present terminus and
Norseman may be such as to render the land
unsuitable for agriculture.

Hon. G. Potter: Is it the rainfall you
doubt?

Hon. H. STEWART: Not so far as the
railway has been constructed, but from the
prospective terminus onwards. Rainfall and
quality of soil are the two great comsidera-
tions. Take the case of Newdegate, where it
was said, prior to clagsifieation, that there
were 350,000 acres of first-class agrieultural
lapd availsble. An inspection made by the
Minigter for Apgriculture in March of last
year resulted in the statement that the New-
degate district contaired from 350,000 to
500,000 acres of first-class land@. The Rail-
way Advisory Board have reported that there
is enough first-class land there tc warrant
railnay extension. However, when the par-
tition of land by surveys and detailed classi-
fication had taken place, it was found that
the distriet to be served contained only be-
tween 100,000 and 200,000 acres of agricul-
tural land.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: That land bad not
been inqguired into by a Royal Commission
over a period of mine months.

F52]
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Hon. H. STEWART: The eufting wp of
the Newdegate land by departmeats]l officers
into blocks of approximately 1,000 zeres in-
volved a closer investigation and more de-
tailed work than any inquiry by a Roye!l
Commission. I am sore that the results so
obtained would be much nearer the mark than
the vesults obtained from any Boyal Commis-
sion so far appointed in thiy State. Probably
Mr. Potter’s statements are based on the
assertions published in the Press by people
who have viewed the Egperance couniry in a
general way.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The Railway Advisory
Board years ago recommended the construec-
tion of the complete line.

Hon. H., STEWART: Right through to
Norgeman?

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Yes.

Hon, H. STEWART: From what I have
seen of railways now running and railways
now under c¢onstruction, I comsider it is per-
fectly justifiable to have an up-to-date report
from the Railway Advieory Board and an
up-to-date slassification from the Lands De-
partment in this ease. Avother point raised by
Mr, Potter waz that the people settled
in the Esperance distriet, waiting there and
hacging on, were entitled to our sympathy.

Hor. A. Burvill: Besides sympathy, they
need a local market.

Hon. G. Potter: They do not want aym-
pathy. They have had too much sympathy.

Hon, H. STEWART: Mr. Potier sought
our sympathy for them in supporting this
motion. Mr. Harris told us that on the 60
miles of line represented by the proposed ex-
tension there are two people living.

Hon. E. . Harris: A few people.

Hon. H. STEWART: Those people, at any
rate, have never had any promise; and sinee
1914 they have had no hope.

Hou. J. W. Kirwan: You are quite wrong.
Numbers of promises have been made by
various Governments.

Hon. H. STEWART: Promises that this
line would be completed through to Norse-
man?

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Yes, and resgolutions
passed by this House too.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
have an opportunity of replying.

Hon. H, STEWART: I do not wish Mr,
Kirwan to think T am antagonistic to him
on the guestion of railways,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Only on the question
of this railway.

Hon. H. STEWART: No. I do hold, how-
ever, that the Minister’s suggestion to ob-
tain an up-to-date classification of the lund
and an wp-to-date report by the Railway
Advisory Board is just and reasonabile. 1
have asked for an up-to-date report from the
Railway Advisory Board in the ease of every
railway Bill that has come before this House
gince I have been a member of it, the firat
of them being the Piawaning Northward Bill,
I voted against that Bill because I thought
that with so many railways already authorised
it was unseless to pass a measure authorising
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yet another line without any prospeet of its
being bailt. Had some other members gone
with me on that oceasion, they might have
had this extension before the Piawaning
Northward railway was built. The carrying
- of the motion will, I fear, lead to an unsatis-
factory position.

Hon. W. Carroll: Carrying the motion will
not affect the position one jot.

Hop. H. STEWART: I believe that inter-
jeetion is right. Order of construction in the
order of authorization has been laid down as
a prineiple. Therefore the carrying of the
motion can have no effect unless the Govern-
ment arc to depart from the aceepted pro-
cedure. Various Acts authorising railways
and extensions of railways are already on the
statute-book and waiting to be carried into
effect.
asking for something unfair, for the estab-
lishment of a precedent which should not be
established, for departure from a line of pro-
cedure which has been accepted in Parlia-
mentary circles as right and proper. The hon.
member knows that as regards the extension
which is nearing completion, he is indebted
for support to the Country Party in another
place. That party many years ago supported
the proposal for extengion to the present ter-
minus. What I ask is, not that there shall
be any undoe delay, but that we shall have
the fullest information in considering this
matter. It is only recasonable that the Min-
ister should have support and that oppor-
tunity should be given him for obtaining full
information. It is strange the Premier should
agree to the construetion of the line and to

the bringing down of an authorising Bill next -

session, when he has said he first requires a
classification of the land. That inconsistency
is not at all satisfactory.

Han. R.JLYNXN (West) [5.31]: T agree
with Mr. Stewart when he says that probably
this will preve to he merely a pious resolu-
ti-n, and that the Government need take no
noties of it. Still, it will have also this ¢f-
fect: € the House, by a reagonable majority,
pitss the motion, it will serve to show the Gov-
crament thit the Honse is willing also to pass
the propesed Bill. For many years T opposed
th: beilding of the Esperance railwoy, helivv-
inx it wem'd ot he in the bes intercats of
Woesiern Australia, Tn those days we hesitated
very mrch about coustructing the railway, for
the reasen that it would divert eertain trade
that oucht to Lelong to other ports. Even in
my earlier electicn, many years ago, we were
almost compelled to oppose the railway for
fear it wonld affect Perth and Fremantle,

Hon. A. Burvill: Open confession is gnod
fo- the sonl

Hon. R.J. LYNN: Ten or twelve yeara ago
the reports on the quality of the Esperance
Iainds were very rouflieting. We had on the
ane hand analvtical men who definitely de-
clared the land eontained salt in large pro-
portions; on the other hand. »xperts declared
the land was very good. Recently the Min-
ister for Agrienlture visited the place, and on

The mover of the motion is really °

[COUNCLL. |

hig return told us the land was equal to the
best mallee country in Victoria; that it was
indeed a land flowing, or capable of being
made to flow, with milk and honey. I am go-
ing to support the motion from a point of view
rather different from others already dis-
closed. I have visited many parts of Western
Australia, and I know the effect on the gen-
eral railway system of dead-end railways and
railways not connected with the main system.
It is quite clear that the proposed exfension
will not cost very muech.

The Minister for Education:
£250,000.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: 1 cannot see how a
60-mile length of railway across flat country
is guing to cost £250,000. I venture to say it
will be constructed for not more than £100,000,

The Minister for Education: What sort of
rzils are you going to put in for that price?

Hen. R. J. LYNN: Roughly speaking, in-
terest and sinking fund on that sum will
amount to £7,500,

Hon. A. Burvill: More than that will he
los; every year if the line be run as o dead-
end.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: Certainly the linking
up of the line with the main syatem will effect
a saving of at least as much as the interest
and sinking fund on the rapital cost involved.
Leave the line where it s, and we must
have at Esperance separate locomotive sheds,
and the creation of a department similar to
those at Port Hedland, Marble Bar, Ravens-
thorpe and Hopetoun, It will not be possibie
to operate the system at all economically, be-
cause the line will run frm one dead-end to
another dead-end. It will be almost impos-
sible te operate such a line without bringing
into being another set of officials, unless in-
deed, they do as is done at Marble Bar and
Port Hedland, namely, run one or two trains
per fortnight. But in view of the expected
settlement at Esperance, it will be necessary
to render a reasonable service, The coat of
operating such a service on a dead-end rail-
way as against itz cost if the railway were
vonneeted with the main system, would re-
present a bigger sum than that entailed in
the interest and sinking fund on the eapital
cost of the connecting link, [In addition,
there sre all the advantages that would he
afforded to the people of the goldfields. The
rate of wage paid to miners in Kalgoorlie
dops not by any means represent more than
a fair living wage. T do not know that it
can be reduced very much under the existing
conditions of living, unless indeed, the men en-
gaged in the industry are very hard up, If
the Espcrance railway be linked up with the
main svstem, and so with the goldfields, it
will tend to reduce the cost of living, und
thug will be of great assistance to the Gos-
ernment. If flour mills are to be established
samewhere hetween FEsperance and Norge-
man, where the wheat will be produeed, it will
represent an enormous henefit.  Surely it is
never intended that wheat grown along the
established railway shonld be railed down to
the port and sent around the coast to Buabury

It will erst
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and Fremantle milled, and shipped back to Es-
perance! How much befter will it be to
have it milled on the spot and send it dircet
to the centre of the goldfields population!
Moreover, the linking up of the line will pro-
vide for the goldfields people—who require
more relaxation and recreation than do the
people of the metrepolitan area—easy access
to a fine seaside resort, and that at a com-
paratively small railway fare. Al things
considered, the expenditure of money on this
proposed linking up of the estabilshed rail-
way will be well warranted. Ailthough not an
agrienltural expert, I firmly believe the Fis-
perance land to be very good. We have been
teld by many experts that there is a large
area of valuable land in that distriet. If we
can afford huge expenditure for the settling
of relatively small commmnities, surely we can
afford a small expenditure on a population
of 40,000 or 50,000 people. For instance, T
ean imagine that on the Peel Estate half a
million of money has already been sunk., It
may provide interest and sinking fond in the
future. I hope it will. PRut if the Govern-
ment can provide that large sum of money
for the gettlement of 200 people, surely an ad-
ditiona) £100,000, conferring all the advant-
ages I have enumerated, can be expended on
the linking up of the Fsperance railway with
the main syatem, Although Ereviously opposed
to the comstruction of the Esperanee railway,
immediately the first portion of the line was
authorised, I made up my mind I would not
vote against the inevitable proposal for the
extension of the railway to connect up with
the main system. The Minister for Education
knows what a dead-end of 60 miles means to
railway administration. Instances ecan be
quoted of freights being paid over and over
again for lack of connection with the trunk
railway. There is the inconvenience, the cost
of operation, and the impossibility of operat-
ing under a roster. On the Hopetoun-Ravens-
thorpe railway the men are working roughly
32 hours per week, yet of course they have
to be paid foll time. The same thing oc-
curs at Marble Bar, and will oceur on the
Esperance railway unless the line bhe con-
nected up with the main system. Therefore,
the saving to be effected by the extension of
the line to Norseman will fully warrant the
Government in going ahead with the propossl.
Although, as has been suggested, the motion
if passed may be regarded as a pious resoln-
tion, at all events, it will show the Premier
that the Houge is not likely to raisc any ob-
jection to the proposed anthorising Bill.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropolitan)
[5.45]: For a gquarter of a century or more
this has been a burning question on the gold-
fields in the vicinity of Kalgoorlie, and whilst
T was a resident of that part of the State
I opposed the construction of this line. But
seeing that such a long pericd has elapsed,
and that of late the goldficlds railway has had
a chanee to recover its interest and sinking
fund, and that the conditions have changed
in that part of the State, we may now look
at the construction of the suggested line not
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and Fremautle, milled, and shipped back to Es-
railways to Kalgoorlie, but to keep the gold-
fields alive by settling people on the land in
the Esperance district. 'The areas there have
been reported on favourably by a Royal Com-
mission, and more recently the quality of the
land for agricultural purposes has been pro-
claimed, not only by our ewn Minister for
Agriculture, but by visitors from the Eastern
States. Therefore, while my opposition of 25
years ago was for a definite purpose, and was
on definite lines, to-day I can look at the mat-
ter from the poiat of view of the railway
being a business proposition. The Govern-
ment must have had in mind the advisability
of conatrueting u linking line from Ksper-
ance or (rags Patch, or wherever they are
making the terminus. When the subject
was first mentioned 1o the House by Mr.
Eirwan, I made up my mind to give it sap-
port. I recogmise that the Minister for Edu-
cation is in somewhat of a difficulty on ac-
eount of the message from another place deal-
ing with the same subject, and which is mow
before this House. I have a good deal of
sympathy for him in counection With the mat-
ter, and I should have liked to see Mr. Kir-
wan aceept the Minister ’s suggestion to amend
the motion in conformity with the Assembly’s
Message. But whether he will do so or not,
I intend to support the motion before the
House, because I regard it as necessary that
the Legislative Council should give some ex-
pression of its views with regard to this work.
L[ agree that the Minister’s hands will be
strengthened by the Lknowledge that this
House, and particularly members representing
the Mectropolitan Provinee, regard favourably
the proposal to construct the 60 miles of line.
The Minister will know the attitude coastal
members intend to adopt when the Bill ig sub-
mitted, either this sesison or mext session.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER (East) {5.49]: There
are twe strong reasons why this line should be
linked up with Norseman. The first is that
explained by Mr. Lynon, that it will do away
with dead-ends, which double the expense of
working; and the second is that it will open
np new land for scttlement. The position in
regard to virgin land in this State at the pres-
ent time is that there is very little open for
selection unless one goes to the outer areaas.
The country to be served by the proposed
railway may be regarded as one of the outer
areas, and to my mind it is 4 good area. It
will be found, however, that the best land in
that district lies out of reach of the present
length of line. A preat deal has been said
in the past about the quality of the land ad-
jacent to the Esperance railway. A large
proportion of that land is not in the same
position as the land in our wheat belt, inas-
mreh as it will take a number of years to
bring it into working order. Mallee land does
not respond right away to cultivation; it takes
some four or five years before you can get
results, and there is a big percentage of mallee
land in that distriet.  Something bhas been
szid about salt in that country, but even in
the wheat areas we can find localitiea that are
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affected by salt. Though there may be some
proportion of the Esperance lanils that carries
salt, still, generally speaking, the land is
good. Unfortunately, whero the land has been
opened up in the Es| erance area, progress has
been retarded through the Goverpment fool-
ishly entering on a scheme which, from the
very first, was doomed to failure. It is that
failure that is working to-day against the ex-
tension of the railway. I do mot know any
man who, understanding the position, would
stand behind the Government in their policy
of sending big plants and tractors down there
Eor experimental purposes on 200 acres., The
whole thing itself is wrong and can have only
one result, that of failure. In this way, sct:
tlers are put in a far worse position than if
they had not pu.t a single acre under crop.

Hon. A. Burvill: Why?

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: Because a scheme
like that being carried out by the Govern-
ment, eannot hope to be suceessful,
settlers in the district are to pwll through,
they must do so by commeneing on their own
foundation. The money that has bheen ex-
pended there should have been advanced to
them to enable them to sccure their require-
ments, as hag been done in other districts. This
may have cost more, but it is the only way
to establish ultimate success. The Govern-
ment’s proposals will certainly mean disaster.
T am astonished to find that the Leader of the
House has lost confidence in his colleague,
the Minister for Agriculitnre.

The Minister for Education:
sense!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: When the Minister
was replying to what I said about this pro-
position, he took me to task bitterly and even
took exception to the little joke that [ made
by the way. These are the Minister’s words—

Reference has been made to the so-called
disecovery by the Minister for Agriculture
in the Esperance District. He has done
great rervice to the State and he haa aat-
isfied himself that good land is there. The

Minister as a wheatgrower knows what he is

talking about. He is right to conclude that

the land is there, that it is pood, and that
the rainfall is satisfaetory.
To-day the Minister stated that nothing shonld
be done unti} the land was classified.

The Minister for Education: T repeated to-
day what you have quoted, but you were not
in the Chamber,

Hon, . F. BAXTFR: Reverting fo the
motion before the House, I am in favour of
it up to a certain point, but T wonld like the
member wha moved it to agree to strike out
the word *‘this session.’” T do not think it
richt that the last session of a Parliament
gho14 eommit a future Government to a work
of this nature.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Tt has been done by
previous Parliaments.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, but it ia wrong.
This Parliament has no right to tell future
Governments what they should do.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Then will you oppose
all railway Bills this session?

‘What non-

If the .
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Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: We know that ther¢
is no chamce ot the work being earried oul
immediacery, aund therefors we should not com
mit a possible iuture Government to the con
struction. L stand to-day in the same positior
that I oceupied 10 years ago, when I strongly
atvocated the construction of the railway
For the poor results that have been obtained
from this part of the State we must not
blame the land. We must blame the way
in whick it has been handled. We put set.
tlers there who knew nothing about farming
in Western Austraiia and much less about
farming land like that at Esperance. If we
can get South Ausiralian farmers, whose
methods are good, and farmers from the dry
distriets of Victoria, to take up areas in that
part of the State, there will be no doubt
about the result; others who go down there
ean only succeed after initial failures. The
settlers who went down there did not have
the benefit of the advice and assistance of
Government officials. That in itself miti-
gated apainst their success. The Esperance
district needs to be developed on proper lines
and to be given railway facilities, and then
its success will be established. T trust that
the words ‘‘this session’’ will be exzcluded
from the motion.

Hon. H. SEDDON (Xorth-East) [5.57]:
The peint that has been missed up to the pre-
gent i8 why the mover of the motion has in-
sisted om the retention of the words *‘this
session.’” In support of their reteation, I
wigh to point out that time is the essence of
the contract with regard to the opening up
of this district. The Premier himself has
stressed the desirability of ecarrying out a
10-million scheme in conneetion with settle-
ment in thiz State. Can anyone imagine a
country, having discovered a mew province of
three million acres, not being desirous of
booming it all over the world so as to attract
the best type of settlers? With such an
asset would not any country do its best to
bring about the development of that area,
even to the extent of declaring in England,
‘‘Here is a new province which we have to
open up and on which we can settle all the
people yon want us to take’’! Experienced
and succeasful farmers from the mallee lands
of Victoria have visited the Esperance coun-
try and have been greatly impressed by what
they have seen, If we ean induce those
people to come here with capital, they will
demonstrate to us the value of the Esperance
areas and they will speedily show to the
world what can be done in those parts,

Hon. J. Duffetl: Then induce them to come
keve.

Hon. H, SEDDON: They have been here
and have gene back greatly impressed by
what they have seen, and have told their
friends of the wonderful opportunities exist-
ing in that part of our State. We cannot
have & betler onportunity of snccessfully
settling and developing our wheat lands than
if we can induce these experienced mallee
farmers to come to this country. We must
first give them complete railway eommunies-
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tion s0 that they may conneet up with the
rest of the railway system, and so that we
may then be able to say to them, ‘‘Give us
the benefit of your capital and experience,
and open up this country straight away.’’

The Minister for Education: That is what
the Government intend to do.

Hon. H. SEDDON: An opportunity is
afforded here of requesting the Government
to open up this country immediately.

The Minister for Education: It cannot be
done.

Hon, H. SEDDON: If this motion is car-
ried, we shall be able to show the Old Coun-
try, to which we bave applied for assistance,
that we are pushing on with this work as
quickly as possible because we appreciate the
value of our newly disecovered province.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.1]: I
kad hoped that the words ‘‘this session’’
would have been deleted from the motion.
It would be a great mistake to leave the
Esperance railway in its present form and
the gap unbridged, but I do not think it is fair
that we shonld proceed first with the resolu-
tion sent to us from another place. We
should not pass this motion ahead of that
ene. The Premier has announced his inten-
tion of bringing in a Bill for the linking up
of the two lines at an early date. We shall
shortly be facing a general eleetion. The
House should remember that the Govern-
ment have kept faith with the people of
Esperance by constructing a railway for
them for some considerable distance. In
view of what has been said in another
place, and the undertaking of the Premier,
upon which we cau rely, and in view of the
approaching general elections, when it wiil
be decided definitely who shall be in eontrol
of the affairs of State for the ensuing three
years, it would be preferable that Mr,
Kirwan should not foree this motion to a
division. We should be execeding vur duty
if we tried to override the resolution that
has ecome to us from another place.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAX (South—in reply)
[6.4]: T regret I cannot adopt the sugges-
tion of the Leader of the House to amend
this motion. For the last guarter of a
ventury we have been listening to speeches
almost identical with that of the Leader
of the House, The people of Esperance
have been fooled by Gavernment after Gov-
ernment. There is a certain amount of feel-
ing that even yet the district has not re-
veived the treatment to which it i3 entitled,
and which has been meted out to other
parts of the State. On the goldfields there
were many people who would have settled in
the district, because they like the eclimate
and the eountry. Imstead of going there, be-
canse they have no faith in the assertions
of the Government that they will earry out
the requirements of the settlers, they have
gone elsewhere. T could give the names of
scores of people who have left the goldfields
and purchased land in the Eastern States,
because they have not had confidence in
this or any other Government extending to
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that district a measure of fair play. In
the interests of the settlement af the dis-
trici, and the opening up of this new and
fertile province, intending settlers should
have a guarantee that, in this House at all
events, it is desired that the railway shall
be built as speedily as possible, and that 4
Bill shall be introduced for the purpose
during this session. If tbai Bill were on
the statnte-book I and others would be in a
position to say to intending settlers, “‘¥ou
can go there now, because you have an
absolute guarantee of fair play.’”’ I am
cxiremely disappointed in the attitude of
rome members of the Country Party. There
will be a feeling of bitterness and soreness
on the part of the goldfields people towards
the members of that party, who have alwavs
enjoved the respect and confidence of the
goldfields community.

The Minister for Education: They have
had it,

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN: I thank the mem-
bers representing the West Provinee for their
manly and generous attitude towards this
motion. Tt will be received with a great
amount of satisfaction and pleasure in the
district when the people there read the
apeeches of those hon. members, There were
two parties that the people of Esperanre
always felt were their friends in this matter
—tlie Labour Party and the Country Party.
The district will, therefare, be greatly dis-
appointed in the attitude of some members
of the Country Party. The passing of this
motion will ensurs that there will be no
Jdead-ends on this line. The plant is there
and the men are on the spot ready to go
on with the work. If they are taken awav
it will be a Tong time beforc they can be re-
assembled.  TInmnumerable Goverunment re-
ports have been issued concerning the land,
andl not a single authoritative or eoMcial
report has condemned the country. ‘That
justifies members in asking the Government
to introduce a Bill this session so as to give
beart and hope to those battlers in the dis-
triet. Perhaps the passing of this motion
may induece the Government to alter their
minds on this question, and arrange for the
immedirte construction of the railway that
is s0 much necded.

Question put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 16
Noes .. . .. .. 5

Majority for .. 11

AYES.

Tfon, A. Lovekin

Howr, K. J. Lynno

Hon. J. M, Macfarlane
Hon. J. Nicholson.

Hon,
Hon.

R. G. Ardagh :
C. F, Baxter i
Hon, A, Burvill 1
Hon. W. Carroll :
I
|

Hen. J. E. Dedd Hon. G. Potter
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. R, H., Harrie Hon. J. A. Qreig
Hon. J. W. Hickey (Teller.)

Hon, J, W. Kirwan |
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Nous,
Hon. J. Duffell : Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J, Ewing Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J. Mlille (Teller)

Question thus passed.
Hop. J. W, KIRWAN: I move—

That the resolution be transmitted by
message to the Lesgislative dssembdiy for
i3 concurrence.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—SANDALWOOD TRADE
MONOPOLY.

Dehate resumed from 31st October on
motion by Hon. . H. Gray—

That all papers (including tenders) re-
lating to the proposal of the Government
to grant ¢ monopoly in the trade of sandal-
woed be laid upon the Table of the House,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [6.8]: The papers
agked for by tha hon. member have been
lai@ on the Table in another place. This does
away with the necessity for debating the
question any further, The papers are now
available to all members of this Chamber.
I, therefore, ask Mr. Gray to withdraw his
motion.

Hon. E, H. GRAY: With the permission
of the House, I will withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

REBOLUTION—ESPERANCE NORTH-
WARDS RATILWAY EXTENSION,
Assembiy’s Message.

Message from the Legislative Assembly, re-

questing the Council’s eoncurrence in the fol-
lowing resolution, now considered—

That in the opinion of this House tha
Government should obiain the necessary
authority as early as possible to extend the
Esperance Northwards railway line (now
in course of consiruotion) so that it may
junction with the existing lines of the State
at Norseman.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—Sonth-West [6.12]: I move—

That the Assembly’s resolution be agreed
to.

It would be oaly courtesy on our part to
agree to this resolution, notwithstanding the
fact that we have already carried a motion
dealing with the same subjeet. Mr. Kirwan
wishes to send his motion to the Assembly for
its comcurrence. In view of the vote that
has just been taken it seems that this House
has-agreed that the railway should be built
as early as possible.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN (Sonth) [6.13]: I
protest against this House being put into such
an absurd position as to be asked to agree
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to a reaplution which is entirely contrary to
the motion that we have just carried by the
overwhelming majority of 16 to 5. If the
resolution of the Legislative Assembly is to
be sent back to that Chamter, we should
send it back amended in conformity with the
motion we have just carried. It would be an
extraordinary thing if two motions so dis-
tinctly econtrary to one another left this
House as if we had agreed to both. We can-
not agree to both. The difference between
the two motions is vital, T protest against
the action of the Leader of the House in
asking ns to pass this resolution in its pre-
sent form. I could not vote for that. The
best course to adopt is to send the resolution
back fo the Assembly in an amended form,
with the request that they should concur in
that amendment, The position is somewlhat
difficult. We have already decided to send
our own motion to the Legislative Assembly.
It is, therefore, difficult to know what is the
best ecourse to pursue, but the best eourse is
net that suggested by the Leader of the
House, which would plaee this Chamber in
s curion3d position.

Oun motion by Hon, J. Duffell, dehate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.

Tegislative EHssembiy,
Thursday, Sth November, 1928.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4,30 p.m., and read prayers.

CONDOLENCE—THE LATE LADY
WITTENOOM.

President’s acknowledgment.

The DEPUTY BPEAKER:
ceived the following letter:—
Dear Mr, Stabbs,—I have duly received
your letter of the 1st November, conveying
to me the sympathetie resolution which was
passed by the members of your House in

I have re-



